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4 The Cifizenship Act, 1955

applicable to the father had he died after the commmencement of this Act shall be desmed
to be the status or description applicable™to him' it the time of his death.

(4) For the purposes of this Act, & persor shall be deemed 1o be of Ml age if he
15 not & minor and of full capacity if he is not of unsound mind.

COMMENTS

{iy The Citizenship Act and the Constitution are comp!cfcly exhausiive of the citizenship of
this country and these citizens can only be natural persons, the fact thal corporations may be
natiopals of the country for purposes of Intemational laws will not make them citizens of this
country for purpases of Munieipal Law or the Constitution;, State Trading Corporation of India
v. Commercial Tax Officer, AR 1963 SC 1811 (1964) 45 SCR 99, .. _ _

(i) Nationality and Citizenship are not interchangesble terms; State Trading Corporation of

© India v. Commercial Tax Qfficer. AIR 1963 SC 1811: {1564) 4 SCR 99.

(i) “CHizenship” has nothing to do with a junstic person. “Person’ means a natural person
and not any legal entity;, State Trading Corporation of Indie v, Conmercial Tax Officer, AIR
1963 SC 1811 (1964) 4 SCR 99.

CACQUISITION OF CIT IZiENSH[P

3. szemhlp by hu'th —! [(I)E\ccpt as provi{ied in sub sachon (’?) EVETY person
born in India,— = - Pntoeen
{a) on or after thc?ézh day of }anuaiy, 1950, but before the commencement
of the Citizenship {(Amendment} Act, 1986;; o
(bY en or after such commencement and either of whoese parents is a citizen of
India at the time of his birth,
shall be a citizen of India by birth.].
(2} A person shall not be such a Cliizen bv virtue of ihis sccucm il at the time of
his birth—

(a) his father possesses such immunity ‘From ‘suifs and legal process as is accordad
to an envoy of a foreign soversign power accredited (o Hm President of India
and is not a citizen of India; or . . s ‘ ‘

(b} his father is an enewy alien and the birth occurs'in-a piabt, then under
occupation by the enemy. o
4. Citizenship by descent. W{I} {A person 'bom. éuls'ic‘ie ]zicijaz.—f_
(a} on or alter the 26th January, 1950, but before the commencement of the

Citizanship (Amendmem) Act, 1992, shall be a citizen of lnchz_{ bv desu:nt
if his father is z citizen Uf Indla at the time of }ns blrth
{bY on or after such commencement, shall be a cilizen uf Indn by dtsccm of
either of his parcnts is a citizen of India at the time of his birth:] .
Provided that if the father of such a person *[referred to in clause f&)] fwa% 4
cifizen of India by descent only, that person shall not be a citizen of India by virtue
of this section unless—

b, Subs. by Act 31 of 19806,
2. Subs. by Act 19 of 198, sec.
3. lns by Act 39 of 1992, sec.

{w.edl 1-7-1987).
(\\ e.f. 10-12-1992).
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